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Basic Detail Report

Rival

Vessel number
HV000096

Date
1928

Primary Maker
Harold Griffin

Description
RIVAL was built in 1928 for brothers Sydney and Walter Atkins. It was built by Harold "Darkie" Griffin and 
cost 18 pounds. They sailed with the Middle Harbour 16-Foot Skiff Club and the boat remained with that 
club for over 40 years, except for a brief period when it was sold to a member of the Port Jackson Sailing 
Club. The Atkins bought the vessel back and RIVAL then stayed in the family. Sydney's sons Keith and 
Thomas also raced RIVAL, and the boat was eventually donated to the Sydney Heritage Fleet by the Atkins 
family in 1980. The design and construction of RIVAL is a good example of the heavier seam-batten 
planked hulls with gaff rigs, which were typical of the original 16-skiffs. RIVAL was built towards the end of 
this era, and soon after skiffs began to appear with Marconi or Bermudan rigs, and their hull shapes 
developed further toward a true planing hull form. The original centreboard was made of 1/4 in (6 mm) 
mild steel, but this was replaced in the 1950s with a similar thickness Duralumin plate. During its time with 
the Middle Harbour club, RIVAL earned the title of the 'ghost ship' from its ability to overtake the fleet in 
drifting conditions. The rounded hull shape and generous rocker or curvature in the keel would have been 
an advantage in light airs. In fact it was also known as the 'Banana Boat' because of the amount of spring 
in the keel. In the 1930s it held the record for the most number of wins off scratch in one season. RIVAL 
went into storage in Syd's garage in 1965 until 1980 when his widow donated the craft to the Sydney 
Heritage Fleet. RIVAL is now on display at WHARF 7 in Darling Harbour along with other vessels from the 
Sydney Heritage Fleet collection.

Dimensions
Vessel Dimensions: 4.88 m x 1.73 m (16 ft x 5.66 ft)


