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Basic Detail Report

O-Dear

Vessel number
HV000578

Date
1961

Primary Maker
Jack Abbodine

Description
O-DEAR was designed and built in 1961 by local 

Noosaville builder Jack Abbodine. Based on the traditional flat bottom fishing boats, it has a simple to build 
flat bottom and planked sides, is 5 metres long and 1.73 metres wide, and ideal for fishing. They used the 
locally made Olds petrol engines from their factory in nearby Maryborough, and O-DEAR retains its original 
engine, housed in an engine box almost at midships. The craft was built for the O Boat company, but the 
type were apparently also known as T boats, which came from the rival T- Boat hire company. However the 
O Boat hire company was the first of the hire boat companies to be started, opening for business in 1948, 
run by local identity Len Ely. In 1939 he had built a jetty, but had to wait until 1948 to add a shop and 
commence a hire business. The O was chosen as a symbol taken from the target symbol of a ring and dot, 
it was something easy to recognise. T Boats started later on initially called tthe Terrace Boat Company. In 
2013 both companies are still in operation with modern designs and a wide range of vessels for hire. O-
DEAR was sold to a private buyer in 2004, changed hands in 2005 and again to the current owners in 
2010. They have overhauled and rebuilt the craft and use it for their own fishing and boating in the Noosa 
region.

Dimensions
Vessel Dimensions: 5.08 m x 4.88 m x 1.73 m x 0.41 m (16.67 ft x 16.01 ft x 5.68 ft x 1.35 ft)


